CHAPTER XXIV

COSIMO I
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WHEN on the 5th January 1537 Alessandro's sudden death
took place, all was for some days in great confusion, since, the
Signoria having been abolished,1 Florence was left by the
Duke's death without any government. Moreover, there were
none left on whom it devolved to form one. Pope Clement VII,
Ippolito, and now Alessandro, were all dead; no male descend-
ant of the elder branch of the Medici family remained; neither
the Strozzi, Guicciardini, Ridolfi, nor any other family in
Florence felt themselves capable cf assuming the place which
had been taken by the Medici; while the reigning Pope
(Paul III) had no particular interest in Florentine affairs.
So that there seemed no reason why Florence should not rein-
state her Republic; and as those in charge of the fortresses
were ready to agree to it, everything appeared to point to this
course. It was, however, not adopted. The Council called the
Forty-eight still nominally existed, though under Alessandro
it had had no power; and whilst its leading members were
discussing the situation, and before anything definite had been
decided upon, there appeared in Florence from the district of
the Mugello an almost unknown youth of seventeen, Cosimo,
son of Giovanni delle Bande Nere, accompanied by one or
two attendants. Failing Lorenzino himself, who had fled and
made TO claim to the rule, this youth was (supposing a re-
public was not going to be set up) rightfully heir to the sue'
cession; while from one point of view his claim might be
considered superior to any which could be put forward on
behalf of Lorenzino, in that, his mother being a granddaughter